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Wednesday 

Prayer Meeting at 6:30 pm 

Stay Connected 

 

  May 2023            ISSUE  41 

NORTONVILLE NEWS 
 "Praying For Revival" 

"Will You not revive us again, that Your people may  
rejoice in You?" 

Psalm 85:6 

 As a church, we've had many special opportunities 
to pray thus far in 2023. From late February to early April 
we had "40 Days of Prayer".  Last week, we had the  
opportunity to join in the "IFCA Week of Prayer".  And last 
Thursday was the annual "National Day of Prayer".  What 
a great privilege it is to call on the Name of the Lord!  I 
hope that you joined in for these times of prayer because 
they help us to realize that God is in charge and that He 
answers prayer.  
 One thing that we can also pray for is revival.  

What is Revival? 

 Simply put, revival is when the Lord stirs up His 
people and they draw closer to Him.  The Bible teaches 
us, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you”  
(James 4:8).  Revival is when God’s people turn humbly to 
God and His holy presence draws closer to them. 

 Revival from the hand of God opens the spiritual 
understanding of His people.  By God’s power the saints 
more deeply and more fully realize how great His love for 
them truly is (Ephesians 1:17-21).  In one sense, God’s 
church already knows that He loves them and that He has 
sent His only begotten Son to be their Lord and Savior. 
But when revival happens, the people of God have a  
deeper sense of His great love. 

(Continued on page two) 

 

 

 

 Sunday 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:45 am Sunday morning   

6:00 pm Sunday night 

6:00 pm Sunday Youth Group 

Monday 

Small Groups at 6:30 pm 

in Spring Lake 

 

Tuesday 

Small Groups at 6:30 pm 

in Grand Haven 
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 Revival is like windshield wipers removing the rain or snow from the windshield so that the 
driver can see the road.  Revival is like the blowing of dust off an old photograph so that you can see 
the picture clearly.  Revival is like a teenager cleaning their room so they are organized enough to  
actually find what they are looking for!  Revival brings God’s holiness into sharper focus. 

 

Why pray for Revival? 

 The reason we pray for revival is because only God can make the blind see and only God can 
give a deeper understanding of His holy Person to us.  Only the eternal One can enlighten our soul 
and spirit.  So we must ask Him.  We are to pray that He would revive us. 

 The Psalmist prayed for the revival of the nation Israel in Psalm 85:6 when he asked the LORD:  
"Will You not revive us again?"  The Psalmist knew that Israel could not be revived by their own 
power.  They needed divine intervention.  And that is exactly our condition.  We need the power of 
God to open our eyes to the greatness of His Name.  That is why we are to pray to Him for this  
blessing of revival. 

 

What are the results of Revival? 

 One of the results of revival is that God’s people will rejoice in Him.  The Psalmist prays:  “Will 
You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You?”  When revival touches a heart, the 
spirit of the revived rejoice in the Lord.  The joy of the Lord overflows out of their heart.   And this joy 
is not just for 5 or 10 minutes, but for long periods of time because it is the joy of the Lord, the joy 
that Christ gives to His people (Philippians 4:4). 

 A second result of revival is hunger for the Word of God.  God’s people realize when they read 
the Bible or hear the Bible taught, that it is God who is speaking to them through His Word.  God’s 
Word “jumps off the page”, comforting, encouraging, correcting and rebuking.  The revived Christian 
wants to learn and grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord (2 Peter 3:18). 

 Another result of revival is evangelism.  When a Christian is revived, they want others to  
experience the forgiveness of God and His great comfort.  The Christian has their heart more fully 
opened to the peril of lost souls who are outside of Christ.  Revival begins with the house of God, the 
Church, but it quickly spreads to the lost who hear the Spirit-filled Christians testifying of salvation 
of God in Christ.  Those revived are quick to invite the thirsty to the well of salvation, the only place 
where the thirsty can be satisfied (Revelation 22:17)! 

 There are many more wonderful results that come from revival, but we might never  
experience them unless we pray steadily with the Psalmist, “Will You not revive us again, that Your 
people may rejoice in You?” O saints of God, please pray for revival!  For yourself, your Nortonville 
family, and our brothers and sisters across the nation.  Revival can begin in you! 



NORTONVILLE NEWS                                                                                                 3 

 

 John attended International Bible College, 
Honolulu, Hawaii and went on to complete his  
Seminary degrees, later taking doctoral studies at 
Trinity Theological Seminary. He was conferred a 
Doctorate of Ministries by the Bible College in  
Central India which he co-founded, Grace Bible  
College. 

 His passion for his family was evident and he 
relished the time they were able to spend together. 
Every year as a family the Cooks camped and hiked 
deep in the beautiful Colorado Rocky Mountains. He 
taught the children many outdoor and survival skills, 
as well as a passion for God’s creation around a  
roaring campfire. 

 He loved the outdoors, camping and anything 
that was connected to adventure. Not one to take the 
easy path, he was famous for driving off paths,  
glancing down cliffs and smiling, climbing, hiking, 
hunting, horseback riding and four-wheeling in  
places most people wouldn’t dream of going. This 
may give you a clue as to how ministering in difficult
-access areas was something he truly enjoyed. 

 In 2003, he and Dee co-founded Indigenous 
Ministries International, continuing a ministry in  
India they as a family had worked on with a national 
in 1997 on the central east coast. He co-founded two 
Bible Colleges in India, a church planting ministry 
and a children’s home. What began in India with 
church planting and child sponsorships, expanded to 
a place God called him to during the Iraq wars; the 
Middle East.  

 Beginning in Jordan, John worked alongside 
national pastors, encouraging them in any way he 
could, and developing relationships that continue to 
this day throughout the Middle East.  

 John’s “secret” was that he surrendered to God 
a part of him that broke when he was just a 2 1/2 
year old child watching his dear mother die as a  
result of their family work on the mission field in the  
Philippines.  

(Continued on page 4) 

 Nortonville Gospel Chapel has supported John 
and Dee Cook, and their organization Indigenous 
Ministries, for many years.  We were greatly  
saddened to hear of the passing of brother John on 
March 30th, while he was serving the Lord in Iraq.  
While his race is finished on this earth, God was able 
to use him to touch many lives all around the world, 
and his life serves as a reminder to us of how God can 
use us if we submit ourselves to His plan. 

 John was born in Wisconsin and lived and 
served the Lord in a number of areas including the 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Hawaii, India, Iraq, 
Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, California and 
Colorado. 

 He knew he wanted to be a pastor in middle 
school and held to this dream until at the age of 19 
he became a youth pastor in Honolulu, serving with 
his father at International Baptist Church. He also 
served as Associate and Youth Pastor at First Baptist 
Church, Turlock, California, Senior Pastor at Valley 
Baptist (now Church on the Hill) Church, Montrose, 
Colorado, and Senior Pastor at Shepherd of the Hills 
Church, Monument, Colorado which he and his family 
planted. He loved the Church and it was his passion 
to serve the Bride of Christ. 

 John and his wife, Dee met when they were 12 
years old, in 5th grade. Soon afterwards, they became 
best friends through their teen years and fell in love 
in Bible College, and married in Honolulu Hawaii on 
June 3, 1977. They enjoyed almost 46 years of  
marriage and served the Lord in ministry their entire 
lives together. They welcomed four beautiful children 
into their lives, Christa, Carolyn, John and Jeffrey, and 
later welcomed seven wonderful grandchildren. 

Spotlight: John Cook 
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 Indigenous Ministries is continuing in India, 
Iraq, Egypt and The Philippines; John’s 26 years of 
vision in missions work laying the foundation for  
Indigenous Ministries is strong, and the reason the 
ministry is able to transition well now to fruitful  
ministry. The national teams of Indigenous  
Ministries are committed to the Lord and the  
ministry. They are confident that we will see God do 
great things in the days ahead! 

 Please be in prayer for the family of John Cook 
as they adjust to life without his presence.  Be in 
prayer for the team at Indigenous ministries, that 
God blesses them in their efforts to spread the 
message of the gospel to unreached peoples.   

 Later, as he and his family moved to Sri Lanka 
and were caught in a government coup and revolu-
tion; he and his brother, Jim lived under a  
kidnap threat, watched killings and were traumatized 
by terrorist activities. Decades later, in January 2004, 
John kneeled next to traumatized children in Bagdad 
listening to their stories with tears running down 
their cheeks. He understood their fear and terror and 
wanted to help.  

 Indigenous Ministries began field work in 
Baghdad in 2004, working with the first Baptist 
Church in Iraq. John was there the night it was 
formed and born. He loved working with and  
encouraging the pastor and staff throughout very  
difficult years to come. Soon after, the doors opened 
for Indigenous Ministries to move into Egypt with 
church planting and later child sponsorships which 
would stabilize relationships with widows, giving 
them and their children a covering of protection  
under the local churches.  

 In 2014, as ISIS ravaged N. Iraq, John received 
a call asking if he would come and help. He went six 
days later. Helping hundreds of thousands of refugees 
with aid, resources, comfort and the gospel, John and 
Dee guided the ministry to establish the now thriving 
Child Sponsorship Program with refugees. His dream 
was to establish sustainable relationships and help 
national pastors minister to their own people more 
effectively; all programs revolve around this directive. 
In 2022, John founded Middle East Theological  
College in Erbil, Iraq, a fully accredited arm of Grace 
Bible College in India, which attained accreditation in 
2021. This was the third Bible college the Lord  
allowed John to start, and John was thrilled. He  
always gave God the glory in all these steps.  

 Pastor John was a man of faith and a warrior. 
He understood the price of following Christ, spiritual 
struggles and felt it a privilege to serve his Lord. His 
faith was unmistakable. He was a prayer warrior and 
held many around the world daily in prayer before the 
Lord. He was an encourager; often identifying the  
under-dogs and lesser knowns, lifting them up,  
discipling, mentoring and encouraging, for decades 
he quietly ministered one by one to countless people. 

Prayer Meeting 
Our saints meet every Wednesday at 6:30 pm 

at the Chapel to join together in prayer.   
We hope to see you there! 
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May Birthdays 

May 3 

Lynne Hammond 

May 3 

Jean Larr 

May 5 

Mary Ann Willoughby 

May 2 

Dave Suchecki 

May 2 

Vickie Buckner 

May 21 

Bridget Gazlay 

May 23 

Linda Stellema 

May 24 

Barb Bar 

May 7 

Ken Brondyke 

May 17 

Sarah Ambrose 

May 30 

Ruth VandenBerg 

May 31 

Donna Decan-Pranger 

May 24 

Bailey Joy 

May 29 

Sue VandenBerg 

May Anniversaries 

May 7 

Rob and Nancy Marshall 

May 8 

Dewey And Marcia Garrett 

May 19 

Randy And Kris Arnson 

May 29 

Reg And Marilee Stroebe 

May 29 

Israel and Emily Hildebrandt 

May 31 

Pete and Dottie Pellegrom 

Calendar 

5/11 Ladies Bible Study Zoom 7:30 pm. 

5/14 Mothers Day. 

5/15 Spring Lake Small Group 6:30 pm. 

5/16 Grand Haven Small Group 6:30 pm. 

5/17 Robbinswood Church Service 1:30 pm. 

 Semi-Annual Meeting 7:00 pm. 

5/18 Ladies Bible Study Zoom 7:30 pm. 

5/21 Graduation Sunday. 

 Food after evening church 7:00 pm. 

5/22 Spring Lake Small Group 6:30 pm. 

5/23 Grand Haven Small Group 6:30 pm. 

5/28 Memorial Day. 

5/31 Robbinswood Church Service 1:30 pm. 

6/2 Big Free Giveaway 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
  

  

Semi-Annual Meeting 
May 17th, 7:00 pm 
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PRAYER AND PRAISES  May 10, 2023  
 
Praises to the Lord: 
Praise the Lord for opportunities to serve the Lord and to witness to others. 
Beth Eppletts father Earl is doing better.  MaryAnn Willoughby is now at home recuperating.   
Adult Sunday school class on “Forgiveness” has started.  Also, we are studying spirtual warfare on Sunday nights.           
Carol Heffington is now at home recuperating. 
 
Prayer Requests: 
President Biden, World Leaders, President Putin, President Zelensky, Governor Whitmer 
Supreme Court Justices: (Roberts, Alito, Thomas, Gorsuch, Cavanaugh, Coney-Barret, Jackson, Sotomayor, Kagan). 
Student of the Week: Russel Hildebrandt                       Board Member of the Week:  Deacon-Randy Jobin 
Shut in of the Week:  Barb Kilbry                                     Volunteer of the Week:  Mary VanDyke 
Missionary of the Week:  *Reed & Donna Condra (SWMI-Georgia):  See page two for updates. 
Please pray for Brenda and Ronda (friends of Maureen Sherman) who are both facing health issues. 
Diane Aldred (stepdaughter of Jerry Pellegrom) is very sick, and now has hospice care. 
Debbie Mohr (stepdaughter of Jerry Pellegrom) will be having a mastectomy in one week and would like prayer. 
Pray for our semi-annual meeting, that we all work together. 
Pray for transportation for a Muskegon woman who would like to come to church. 
Pray for the VanEizenga’s (Jerry, Vickie, John, James, Vondra, Madison) as they grieve the loss of sister Sandra. 
Pray for the Noell’s (Lois, Gary, Lynette, Eugene, Jerry, Karen) as they grieve the loss of brother Leonard. 
Pray that Dianne Lunts cousin Ken would receive salvation.  He is in his last days and struggling.   
Dave Suchecki is getting chiropractic help for his pain and hopes to be with us in church soon. 
Pray that God would give us his strength in the midst of our trials. 
Emily Ambrose’s sister Audrey, is home now, and is recuperating.  Please pray for her care.                                
Georgia Kamphorsts sister Brenda is in her last days, please pray for the family.   
Tom Collins is looking for a place to live.            
Jack Rusters stepdaughter has improved, however needs continued prayer for her heart issue. 
Angel & Sophie’s Family – Many problems, continue to pray. 
Continue to pray for a Worship Leader.   
Tina Hitsman, Joe Shermans stepdaughter, is in and out of the hospital.  Her son is autistic and depends on her.  
Pray for our next generation that Pastor Josh and our young people will be dedicated to Christ, and for spiritual  
          growth: Ben, Aven, Mason, Madison, Robert, Mackenzie, Olivia, Clayton, Collin, Russell, Layla, Adelina,   
          Charley, Anna, Margaret, Josh, Colton, Nathan, Gabriel, Caue 
Pray for victory over alcohol, drugs, and other addiction:   Larry, Tim, Brad, Darren, John, Carol, Brianna, Jeff 
 
Those needing help & healing with health issues: Dorothy Walker, Solomon (Bonnie Shultze’s grandson), Mike Feistel 
(struggling with mental health), Tricia Barnes, Zulariam Bennink, Barb Kilbry, Marilee Stroebe, Vicky Snyder, Shirley 
Hall, Melissa Dalman, Paul Snyder, Bridget Gazlay, Hammond’s daughter Dana, Miranda Lunt, Sam and Lynne  
Hammond, Laurie Snyder, Chuck and  Cindy Johnson, Pat Dawes, Linda Dood, Kurt French, (Pam Walker’s son who has 
Dystonia), Lillian Johnson, Nancy Brondyke, Joan Thompson. 
Those with cancer:  Tarah, Belinda Klein (Linda Vink’s friend), Norm Kaufman, Marge (Dianne Lunt’s sister), Kelly  
Vipond, Bob & Diane Brondyke, (Ken Brondyke and Cheri Young’s cousins), and Bob Lunt (Greg’s brother, needs Christ). 
 In need of the Lord:  Patrick Clouden, Joshua,  Collette, Kevin O’Neill, Gary (Sue Brooks’ nephew), Rod and Jaqueline 
(Dorothy Walker), Justin White, John and Carol Marrano, David and Catherine, Nina, David, Joe Moran and Ben, Brian 
and Leanna McMahon (friends/relatives of the O’Neill’s), Al Gazlay, Renan, First, Jim, Mike and Amy (Anna’s Dad &  
Stepmom), Sawyer (Robbie Snider), Mark & Kris Dean (Maureen Sherman), Rob Marshal Jr., Ann (Georgia Kamphorsts 
sister-in-law), Maria, Abigail, Erin, Kevin, Mary, Jody, (Karen Huggins sister), Becky, John (Charlene Easey’s family),  
Ashley, Justin, Dale (Bev Jackson’s son). 


