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“The Reality and Reward of Stewardship”
By Pastor Joe O’Neill

"As each one has received a gift, minister it to one
another, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God" (1 Peter 4:10).

One of the great things about being a Christian is
that God not only forgives our sins by faith and saves us
for our home in heaven, but He also desires to work
through us to accomplish His desires on earth.

This amazing truth is taught to us clearly in 1 Peter
4:10, where we are told that "each one has received a
gift." This means that each Christian has been given a
spiritual ability from God by which we are to do His
service on earth. If you love the Lord Jesus Christ, you
have been particularly gifted by Almighty God. This is
an amazing reality and a serious responsibility that can
lead to an awesome reward.

The Reality of Stewardship

The Bible tells us that by using our spiritual gift,
we are acting "as good stewards of the manifold grace
of God." Notice the word "stewards." The job of a
steward was to manage the household of his owner or
his employer. The steward didn't own anything in the
household, he just made sure that everything under his
charge was managed properly.

(Continued on page two)
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We too do not own our spiritual gift, but we are to be "good stewards" of what God has given to
us. The reason we must do so is because we will be held accountable by God for what we did here on
earth. Every one of us will be rewarded for what we have done.

1 Peter 4:10 reminds us of this responsibility. We are to take the gift that God gave us and
"minister it to one another." We are to serve others in the body of Christ by putting our spiritual
gifts to use. Since God has strategically placed us in the body of Christ, we are to help one another by
faithfully using our gifts.

The Reward of Stewardship

In Revelation 22:12, the Lord Jesus declares: “And behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward
is with Me, to give to every one according to his work."

God has promised to reward those who obey Him. If we honor the Lord on earth, we will receive
honor from the Lord when He comes again in glory. This life is a time when we are to be busy about
the Lord's business so that when our earthly life is over, He will reward us according to the
faithfulness of our stewardship.

Beloved saints, let's honor the Lord by being faithful stewards!

In order to help us know how we might use our spiritual gifts among our Nortonville family, there
will be a display table in the foyer of the Chapel for the next couple weeks. The table will have
opportunities for service that may be available to you for ministry. The following Spotlight article will
give you some idea about these opportunities. Please prayerfully consider how the Lord may work
through you to help the body of Christ.
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Spotlight:
Stewardship Opportunities
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September Birthdays

September 1 September 2 September 4 September 5 September 5
Ken Hoexum Greg Lunt Mary VanDyke Janice Hoexum Georgia Kamphorst

f‘l/‘ _ 3 MBI
September 5 September 6 September 10 September 14 September 16
Paul Snyder Levi Ambrose Dee Dufford Jim Barnes Terry Hinds

September 25
Hunter Czinder Char Peterson Sally Chittenden

September 17 September 22

September Anniversaries

September 12 September 18 September 21
Ken and Nancy Brondyke Sam and Lynne Hammond Bruce and Bonnie Buckley
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